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BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
of the State of California

ERLINDA G. SHRENGER, State Bar No. 155904
Deputy Attorney General

California Department of Justice

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Telephone: (213) 897-5794

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PHARMACY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 2609
SANDRA SUE CORNELIUS OAH No. L-2005020321

633 W. Ward Avenue
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
STIPULATED SURRENDER OF
Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 6156 LICENSE AND ORDER

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this

proceeding that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1. Patricia F. Harris (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of
Pharmacy. She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter
by Bill Lockyer, Attorney General of the State of California, by Erlinda G. Shrenger, Deputy
Attorney General.

2. Sandra Sue Cornelius (Respondent) is representing herself in this
proceeding and has chosen not to exercise her right to be represented by counsel.

3. On or about March 24, 1993, the Board of Pharmacy (Board) issued
Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 6156 to Respondent. The Pharmacy Technician
Registration will expire on April 30, 2006, unless renewed.

/11




© 00 N N W bk W N =

NN NN RN N NN, e e e e e e s
[ R B - NV, T G UV NG O e BN~ R o N e Y R L A \ L e

JURISDICTION

4. Accusation No. 2609 was filed before the Board, and is currently pending
against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly
served on Respondent on September 16, 2004. Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense
contesting the Accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 2609 is attached as Exhibit A and
incorporated herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

3. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations

in Accusation No. 2609. Respondent also has carefully read, and understands the effects of this

Stipulated Surrender of License and Order.

6. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the
right to a hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by
counsel, at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her;
the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of
subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to
reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the
California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up
each and every right set forth above.

CULPABILITY

8. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in
Accusation No. 2609, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon her
Pharmacy Technician Registration, and she hereby surrenders her Pharmacy Technician
Registration No. TCH 6156 for the Board's formal acceptance.

9. For the purpose of resolving the Accusation without the expense and
uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a hearing, Complainant could
establish a factual basis for the charges in the Accusation, and that Respondent hereby gives up

her right to contest those charges.
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10.  Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she enables the
Board to issue an order accepting the surrender of her Pharmacy Technician Registration No.
TCH 6156 without further process.
RESERVATION

11. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of
this proceeding, or any other proceedings in which the Board of Pharmacy or other professional
licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil

proceeding.

CONTINGENCY

12.  This stipulation shall be subject to approVal by the Board of Pharmacy.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of
Pharmacy may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender,
without notice to or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulatibn, Respondent
understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the
stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this
stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Surrender and Disciplinary Order shall be of
no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between
the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered this
matter.

13.  The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of this Stipulated
Surrender of License and Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force
and effect as the originals.

14.  In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties
agree that the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the
following Order:

/17
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ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH
6156, issued to Respondent Sandra Sue Cornelius, is surrendered and accepted by the Board of
Pharmacy.

1. The surrender of Respondent's Pharmacy Technician Registration and the
acceptance of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline
against Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a
part of Respondent's license history with the Board.

2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a Pharmacy Technician
in California as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order.

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board both her Registration
wall and pocket license certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

4. Respondent understands and agrees that if she ever applies for licensure or
petitions for reinstatement in the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a new application
for licensure. Respondent must comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for
licensure in effect at the time the application or petition is filed, and all of the charges and
allegations contained in Accusation No. 2609 shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by
Respondent when the Board determines whether to grant or deny the application or petition.

5. Should Respondent ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification,
or petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other heath care licensing agency in the State of
California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 2609 shall be deemed
to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of Issues or any
other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure.

6. Respondent shall pay the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement
in the amount of $11.,000.00 prior to issuance of a new or reinstated license.

/17
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ACCEPTANCE
I'have carefully read the Stipulatcd Surrcnder of Licensc aud Ordur. I understand
§ the siipulution and the effoot it will havo on my Pharmacy Techuician Registration, I enter into
: this Stipulated Sumrendor of Liccnse and Order voluutarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and
§ ag@se to bc bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of Pharmacy.

f: DATID: g _ 1—‘?_‘2 .

RNELIUS

Respondent
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ENDQRSEMENT
The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby respectfully
d for consideration by the Roard of Pharmacy of the Department of Consumer A ffairs,
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ot BILL LOCKYER, Attorncy General
19 of the State of California
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22 Deputy Attorney General
23 Attorneys for Complainant
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BEFORE THE

BOARD OF PHARMACY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Against: Case No. 2609
SANDRA SUE CORNELIUS OAH No. L-2005020321

633 W. Ward Avenue
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 6156

Respondent.

DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the

Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter.

This Decision shall become effective on October 6, 2005

It is so ORDERED September 6, 2005

BOARD OF PHARMACY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

STAN/LE’? W. GOLDENBERG
Board President




Exhibit A
Accusation No. 2609
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BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
of the State of California '

ERLINDA G. SHRENGER, State Bar No. 155904
Deputy Attorney General

California Department of Justice

300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Telephone: (213) 897-5794

Facsimile: (213) 897-2804

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
- BOARD OF PHARMACY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 2609
SANDRA SUE CORNELIUS |
320 Robertson Rd. ACCUSATION
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 '
Pharmacy Technician Registration
License No. TCH 6156
Respondent.
Complainant alleges:
PARTIES
1. Patricia F. Harris (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in her

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer
Affairs.

2. On or about March 24, 1993, the Board of Pharmacy issued Pharmacy
Technician Registration License No. TCH 6156 to Sandra Sue Cornelius (Respondent). The
Pharmacy Technician Registration License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges brought herein and will expire on April 30, 2006, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION
3. This Accusation is brought before the Board of Pharmacy (Board),

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. "All section

1
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references are to the Business aﬁd Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. -

4. Section 4301 of the Code states, in part:

"The board shall take action against any holder of a license who is guilty of
unprofessional conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or misrepresentation or
issued by mistake. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is not limited to, any of the

following:

"(f) The commission of any act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty, fraud,
deceit, or corruptioh, whether the act is committed in the course of relations as a licensée or
otherwise, and whether the act is a felony or misdemeanor or not. |

"(g) Knowingly making or signing any certificate or other document that falvsely

represents the existence or nonexistence of a state of facts.

"(j) The violation of any of the statutes of this state or of the United States
regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs." |

5. Section 4059(a) of the Code states, in pertinent part:. " A person may not
furniéh any dangefous drug, except upon the prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist,
optometrist, or veterinarian."

6. Section 4077(a) of the Code states: "Except as provided in subdivisions

it (b) and (c), no person shall dispense any dangerous drug upon prescription except in a container

correctly labeled with the information required by Section 4076."

7; Section 4078(a)(1) of the Code states: "No person shall place a false or
misleading label on a prescription.” |

8. Section 4324(a) of the Code states: "Every person who signs the name of
another, or of a fictitious person, or falsely makes, alters, forges, utters, publishes, passes, or
attempts to pass, as genuine, any prescription for any drugs is guilty of forgery and upon
conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or by imprisonment in

the county jail for not more than one year."
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9. Health & Safety Code section 11157 states: "No person shall issue a
prescription that is false or fictitious in any respect."

10.  Health & Safety Code section 11158 (a) provides, in peﬂiﬁent part:

", .. no controlled substance classified in Schedule III, IV, or V may be. dispensed without a
prescription meeting the requirements of this chapter." | |

11.  Health & Safety Code section 11164 states, in pertinent part: "Except as
provided in Section 11167, no person shall prescribe a controlled substance, nor shall any person i
fill, compound, or dispense a prescription for a controlled substance unless it complies with the -
requirements of this section."

12. Health & Safety Code section 11170 states: "No person shall prescribe,
administer, or furnish a controlled substance for himself." |

13.  Health & Safety Code section 11171 states: "No person shall prescribe,
administer, or furnish a controlled substance except under the ponditions and in the manner |
provided by this division." |

14.  Health & Safety Code section 11173(a) states: "No person shall obtain or
attempt to obtain controlled substances, or procure or éttempt to procure the administration of or
prescription for controlled substances, (1) by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge; or
(2) by the concealment of a material fact."

15.  Health & Safety Code section 11174 states: "No person shall, in
connection with the prescribing, furnishing, administering, or dispensing of a controlled
substance, give a false name or false address."

16.  Health & Safety Code section 11175 states: "No person shall obtain or
possess a prescription that does not comply with this division, nor shall any persbn obtain a
controlled substance by means of a prescription which doés not comply with this division or
possess a controlled substance obtained by such a prescription.”

17.  Health & Safety Code section 11180 states: "No person shall obtain or

possess a controlled substance obtained by a prescription that does not comply with this

division."
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18.  Section 118(b) of the Code provides that the suspension, expiration, or
forfeiture by operation of law of a license does not deprive the Board of authority or jurisdiction
to institute or continue with disciplinary action against the license or to order suspension or
revocation of the license, during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored,
reissued or reinstated.

19. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in paft, that the Board may request the
administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations
of the 1icensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and
enforcement of the case.

DANGEROUS DRUGS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

20.  Tylenol with Codéine (generic name: Acetaminophen with Codeine) isa
dangerous drug as defined by Section 4022 of the Code and is classified as a Schedule III
controlled substance under Health and Safety Code section 11056(3)(2). It is a narcotic analgesic
combination. |

21.  Vicodin (generic name: Hydrocodone and Acetaminophen) is a dangerous
drug as defined by Section 4022 of the Code and is classified as a Schedule III controlled
substance under Health and Safety Céde,sect_ion 11056(e)(4). It is a narcotic analgesic used in ;
the treatment of moderate to severe pain.

22.  Histussin HC (generic name: Histinex HC) is a dangerous drug as defined
by Section 4022 of the Code and is classified as a Schedule V controlled substance under Health
and Safety Code section 11056. It is used in the treatment of coughing.

23. - Augmentin (generic name: Amoxicillin/Clavulanate) is classified as a
dangerous drug under Section 4022 of the Code. It is an antibiotic used in the treatment of
infections.

COMMON ALLEGATIONS

24,  Respondent was employed as a Pharmacy Technician at WalMart
Pharmacy (#10-1600) in Ridgecrest, California from in or about 1999 until her employment was
terminated on April 4, 2002.
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25.  Respondent's husband, Gary Cornelius, found an empty vial with a
WalMart Pharmacy labei showing Prescription No. 4464941 for Tylenol with Codeine
purpdrtedly dispensed on September 27, 1999 to Gary Comnelius. Mr. Comelius found the empty
vial in the home he shared with Réspondent until their separation in December 1999. Mr. i
Cornelius cannot take codeine. The Board's inspector, Joan Coyne, reviewed records from
WalMart Pharmacy regarding Prescription No. 4464941. The prescription did not appear on Mr.
Comelius' patient prescription history at the pharmacy. The pharmacy's computer system
indicated that Prescription No. 446941 was assigned to another patient, L.G., for the refill of a
prescription for Tylenol with Codeine on December 4, 1999. The pharmacy’s records also )
indicated that Prescription No. 446941 was originally filled for patient L.G. on September 27,
1999. |

26. Respondent's husband, Gary Cornelius, found a receipt and a pharmacy
bag with a security‘ scan tag from WalMart Pharmacy for Prescription No. 4464848 for Vicodin
purportedly dispensed on October 1, 1999 to Gary Comelius. Mr. Cornelius found the items in
the home he shared with Respondent until their separation in December 1999. Mr. Cornelius
denies receiving or knowing about the prescription until he found the receipt and pharmacy bag
in his home. The Board's inspector, Joan Coyne, reviewed records from WalMart Pharmacy
regarding Prescription No. 4464848. The prescription did not appear on Mr. Cornelius' patient
prescription history at the pharmacy. The pharmacy's computer system indicated that
Prescription No. 4464848 was assigned to another patient, L.G., for a prescription for Vicodin
dispensed on October 1, 1999.

27.  Respondent's husband, Gary Cornelius, found an empty vial with a
WalMart Pharmacy label showing Prescription No. 4466691 for Vicodin purportedly dispensed
on November 17, 1999 to Gary Cornelius and ordered by Dr. Michael J. Roberts. Mr. Cornelius |
found the empty vial in the home he shared with Respondent until their separation in December
1999. The Board's inspector, Joan Coyne, reviewed records from WalMart Pharmacy regarding
Prescription No. 4466691. Mr. Comelius' patient prescription history at the pharmacy indicated

that Prescription No. 4466691 was originally filled on November 10, 1999 (50 tablets) and
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refilled a week later on November 17, 1999 (another 50 tablets). Mr. Cornelius denies that he
requested or received a refill of the prescription. The Board's inspector also verified with
Dr. Roberts that he did not authorize a refill of the prescription. |

28.  Respondent's husband, Gary Cornelius, found an empty vial with a
WalMart Pharmacy label showing Prescription No. 4460805 for Tylenol with Codeine
purportedly dispensed on October 30, 1999 to a person, T.K., and ordered by Dr. Douglas
Roberts. Mr. Cornglius also found a receipt, pharmacy bag, and security scan tag from WalMart
Pharmacy regarding Prescription No. 4460805. Mr. Cornelius found the items in the home he
shared with Respondent until their separation in December 1999. According to Mr. Cornelius,
T.K. is a neighbor of Respondent’s mother: The Board's inspector, Joan Coyne, verified with
Dr. Douglas Roberts that he did not write the prescription for T.K. Respondent's bank recdrds
indicate she paid for Prescription No. 4460805 with a personal check.

29.  The Board's inépector reviewed records from WalMart Pharmacy
regarding Prescripﬁon No. 4460805. The prescription did not appear on T.K.'s patient
prescription history at the pharmacy. The pharmacy's computer system indicated that
Prescription No. 4460805 was assigned to another patient, D.K., for a prescription for Tylenol
with Codeine filled on June 26, 1999 (50 tablets) and purportedly refilled on October 30, 1999
(50 tablets). However, the pharmacy's computer system also indicated that another 'prescription
for Tylenol with Codeine (50 ‘tablets) was diépensed to D.K. on October 30, 1999 under
Prescription No. 4467474. |

30.  Respondent's husband, Gary Cornelius, found an empty vial with a
WalMart Pharmacy label showing Prescription No. 4466085 for Histinex HC purportedly
dispensed on October 28, 1999 to a person, J.C., and ordered by Dr. Robert Schumacher. J.C. is
the minor son of Respondent and Mr. Cornelius. Mr. Cornelius found the empty vial in the home
he shared with Respondent until their separation in December 1999. The Board's inspector, Joan
Coyne, verified with Dr. Schumacher that he did not prescribe Histinex HC for J.C. on October
28, 1999.
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31.  The Board's inspector also reviewed records from WalMart Pharmacy
regarding J.C.'s patient prescription history. The records showed Prescription
No. 6905044 for Augmentin dispensed on December 29, 1999 to J.C. and ordered by Dr. Robert
Schumacher. The Board's inspector verified with-Dr- Schumacher that he-did not order- -
Augmentin for J.C. on December 29, 1999.

 FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Obtained Dangerous Drugs/Controlled Substances By Fraud and Deceit)

32.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Sections 4301(f) and (j)
of the Codé, in conjunctioﬁ‘with Health and Safety Code sections 11173 and 11174 and Section
4324(a) of the Code, in that she obtained controfled substances and dangerous drugs by
generating false prescription labels for non-existent prescﬁptions, while working as a Pharrhacy
Technician at WalMart Pharmacy, which allowed false prescriptions to be filled, and controlled
éubstances and dangerous drugs to be dispensed or furnished to Respondent and/or others
without valid prescriptions. The circumstances are as follows:

A. As alleged more fully in Paragré.phs 25-27 above, in or about September
1999 to November 1999, Respondent fraudulently obtained two (2) prescriptions for Tylenol
with Codeine, and one (1) prescription for Vicodin, by generating false prescription labels using
the name of her husband, Gary Cornelius. |

B. As alleged more fully in Paragraphs 28 and 29 above, on or about October
30, 1999, Respondent fraudulently obtained one (1) prescription for Tylenol with Codeine by |
generating a false prescription label using the name of her mother’s neighbor, T.K.

C. As alleged more fully in Paragraph 30 above, on or about October 28,
1999, Respondent fraudulently obtained one (1) prescription for Histinex HC by generating a
false prescription label using the name of her minor son, J.C. As alleged more fully in Paragraph
31 above, the records of WalMart Pharmacy indicate that, on or about December 29, 1999,
Respondent fraudulently obtained one (1) prescription for Augmentin under the name of her
minor son, J.C.
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- SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(False or Misleading Labels)

33.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Sections 4078(a)(1),

' 4077(a), and 4301(g) of the Code, in conjunction with Section 4324(a) of the Code:~ While -

employed as a Pharmacy Technician at WalMart Pharmacy, Respondent caused false prescription
labels to be generated, which allowed false prescriptions to be filled and controlled substances
and dangerous drugs to be furnished to Respondent and/or others, as alleged in Paragraphs 24-31,
above. | |
THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Furnished Dangerous Drugs/Controlled Substances Without Prescription)

34.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Sections 4059(a) and

4301(j) of the Code, in conjunction with Health and Safety Code sections 11158 and 11171 and

Section 4324(a) of the Code, in that, as a Pharmacy Technician at WalMart Pharmacy, she'
caused false prescription labels to be generated, which allowed dangerous drugs and controlled
substances to be furnished to herself and/or others without prescriptions, as alleged in Paragraphs
24-31 above.
FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Furnished Controlled Substances To Herself)

35.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Section 4301(j) of the
Code, in conjunction with Health and Safety Code section 11170 and Section 4324(a) of the
Code, in that, as a Pharmacy Technician at WalMart Pharmacy, Respondent caused false
prescription labels to be generated in the name of her husband, Gary Comelius, which allowed
dangerous drugs and controlled substances to be furnished to herself, as alleged in Paragraphs
24-27 above.

FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Violating Laws Regulating Controlled Substances and Dangerous Drugs)
36.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Section 4301(j) of the

Code, in conjunction with Section 4324(a) of the Code, in that she violated sections of the Health

8
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and Safety Code regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs, as follows:
A. Section 11157 - Respondent altered data in pharmacy computer systems

that enabled her to generate false prescription labels and affix those labels to prescription

" containers which were filled and dispensed to herself and others, as alleged in Paragraphs 24-31,

above.

B. Section 11164 - Respondent knowingly and willingly filled and dispensed
false and fictitious prescriptions for dangerous drugs and controlled substances, as alleged in
Paragraphs 24-31, above.

C. Sections 11175 and 11180 - Respondent obtained controlled substances by
falsifying prescription data, as alleged in Paragraphs 24-31, above.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein
alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Pharmacy issue a decision:

1. Revoking or suspending Pharmacy Technician Registration
License No. TCH 6156 issued to Sandra Sue Cornelius;

| 2. 'Ordering Sandra Sue Comelius to pay the Board of Pharmacy the
reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and
Professions Code section 125.3;

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: Ci/ 9 ,/ 04

P by
PATRICIA F. HARRIS
Executive Officer

Board of Pharmacy

Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

03583110-A-2003AD0093
(08/09/04)
60052724.wpd




